
 

©HMS Ambuscade Association Edited by Ian Thoburn  

Pistol Post 2012  

HMS AMBUSCADE ASSOCIATION 

Inside Pistol Post 

¶ Message from the Chairman 

¶ Marinised Olympus Engine 

¶ Type 21 Club 

¶ Chester Race day 

¶ Dits page 

¶ Announcements 

Ambuscade  2012 

reunion 

11th-13th 

May 2012 

Type 21 club 

 2011 Reunion 

6th- Oct 

2012 

Check 

www.ambuscade.org.uk 

for updates 

 

Reunion dates 

Reunion, Reunion, 
Reunion !  

W elcome to this 2012 

edition of the Pistol Post 
and what should be a 
terrific year for the Am-
buscade Association. 
You will read through-
out the post about the 
plans we have for the 
2012 reunion and the 
special significance that 
this year holds with Am-
buscade. 

We are celebrating three 
milestone anniversaries 
including 30 years since 
the Falklands Conflict, 
the Associations 10th 
and 70 years of TS Am-
buscade our namesake 
Sea Cadet ship. 

The main focus will be 
our reunion which this 
year will be bigger and 
better than ever before. 
We now have three 
bumper packed days for 
you to enjoy starting 
with a day at Chester 
Races as guests of the 
Cheshire Regiment. A 
few Ambusmen and 
partners sampled the 
Cheshireôs hospitality 
last year and I am glad 
to say it was first class. 
For those hoping to in-
clude a day at the races 
we will be meeting at the 

Crewe Arms Hotel at 
0930 on the Friday 
morning and catching 
the train to Chester 
together. The Friday 
evening event as is 
tradition will be our 
informal catch up 
night when beers will 
be drunk and stories 
retold by lifelong ma-
tes who have some-
thing very special in 
common. 

The Saturday kicks off 
with a special presen-
tation by our very own 
John Lippiett who will 
share the story of the 
Mary Rose and bring 
us up to date in this 
ships amazing long 
life. After the AGM we 
can blow the cobwebs 
off by pulling that 
bloody fire engine 
again and then the 
drinking will com-
mence while soothed 
by the jolly jack antics 
of Shep Woolley. 

The main event on the 
Saturday however is 
our Anniversary din-
ner which this year 
will be held at the 
Crewe Arms Hotel, 
lots in store but guar-
anteed to be a cracker. 

On the Sunday a spe-
cial parade has been 

organised by the TS 
Ambuscade team who 
have pulled out all the 
stops to make sure we 
can pay our respects 
to those friends who 
never returned from 
the Falkland Islands 
30 years ago. Follow-
ing the parade they 
are planning to invite 
us back to TS Ambus-
cade for a look see and 
refreshments. 

I hope you enjoy this 
edition of the PP and 
if I can leave you with 
one thought it would 
be to make sure you 
join us and all your 
muckers in attending 
this very special gath-
ering of the troops. 
Ambuscade was spe-
cial letôs make this re-
union one we can be 
proud of.  

Yours Aye 

Mark Brocklehurst  

FROM THE CHAIR  

Feb 2012 www.ambuscade.org.uk  
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I thought that I would write a few 

words about the origins of the Olym-
pus which was the high power engines 
of the Type 21s and other classes of 
warships. 

The Olympus engine was a second 
generation gas turbine developed as 
high power unit for large aircraft and 
having improved handling characteris-
tics. Its major difference from then 
contemporary engines was that it was 
a two spool engine. This means that it 
had separate, coaxial, LP and HP com-
pressor/turbine assemblies. This over-
came operating problems associated 
with long, multistage, axial compres-
sors. 

It was designed and developed by the 
Bristol Aeroplane Company, Engine 
Division, at its Patchway, Bristol, facil-
ity and first entered service in the Avro 
Vulcan bomber in the 1950s. It operat-
ed very successfully in the Vulcan B 
Mk1 for a number of years as the 
Olympus 100 series. When the Vulcan 
was developed into the B Mk2 the 
Olympus engine was developed, with 
increased power, into the 200 series. 

The engine was further developed with 
a redesign of the compressors, com-
bustion system and turbines into a re 
heat (afterburning) engine for the ill 
fated TSR2, this engine being desig-
nated the Olympus 22R 

Later again it was redesigned to be the 
power unit for Concorde as the Olym-
pus 593. 

The basic engine upon which both the 
marinised and industrial engines were 
based was the Olympus 200. The main 
difference from the aero engine in 
these derivatives was in the materials 
used. These changes were necessary to 
improve the corrosion resistance of 
components and to allow the engines 
to run continuously at sea level. In 
addition there were significant chang-
es to the on engine fuel and combus-
tion system to allow it to run on ma-
rine diesel. 

The marine Olympus entered service 
as the TM1 and was installed in HMS 
Bristol, the Vosper Mk 5 frigates for 
Iran and the Vosper Mk 7 for Libya. 
The further developed engine entered 
service with the RN, RNlN, Brazilian 
and French Navies as the TM3B. This 

was the version fitted to the RN Type 
21s 

The basic gas turbine unit produced 
something like 33,000 gas horsepow-
er. This was converted to shaft horse-
power by the power turbine which 
transferred some 28,000 shp to the 
gearbox. Allowing for the power take 
offs in the gearbox, mainly CPP, lubri-
cating and sea water cooling pumps, 
25,000 shaft horsepower was the max-
imum available for propulsion and 
this was the ñfull powerò figure for 
each shaft. 

It is of some interest to know that, as a 
rough rule of thumb, the Olympus 
absorbs some one third of its energy to 
drive the LP compressor, a further 
third to drive the HP compressor, 
leaving the remaining third as the 
33,000 gas horsepower available at 
the power turbine.  

The engine has seen very successful 
service with the RN. It has its own 
quirks and idiosyncrasies, but its 
availability and reliability has been 
very good. As might be expected, given 
the age of the design and later gas tur-
bine development, it now looks to be a 
very thirsty engine, nonetheless it has 
done all that was expected of it in the 
Type 21s, 42s, 22s and CVS classes of 
RN warships. 

As a final point of interest, the Olym-
pus 200 series LP compressor/turbine 
assembly was used as the fan (LP com-

pressor) for the original design of 

the BE 53 engine. This engine was 

eventually developed into the pow-

er unit, designated as the Pegasus, 

for the Harrier family of aircraft.  

Mike Townson  

The Marinised ñOLYMPUSò 
Engine  
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The Type 21  

Club  

 

 

T he Ambuscade Associa-

tion celebrates its 10 year anniversary 
this year. At the Association Reunions, 
and on other occasions, committee mem-
bers were frequently asked why there 
wasnôt an association for the Type 21 
Class ï ñThe Clubò. 

In 2010 some Ambuscade committee  
members decided to test the water and 
see just what support there was for a 
Type 21 Club Association. An ad hoc 
committee was formed under the chair-
manship of Mark Brocklehurst. An initial 
reunion was organised and held in Plym-
outh that October. It was a great success 
with some 200 Type 21 veterans attend-
ing. A committee was formally elected 
together with chairman, treasurer, secre-
tary and membership secretary. The 
committee decided that there should be a 
reunion each year, held in Plymouth, 
where the ships were all always based. 
The Royal British Legion at Crownhill 
very kindly allowed the club to use their 
premises for the reunion. This was a very 
satisfactory arrangement and was fol-
lowed for the 2011 reunion and will be 
again for the 2012 event in October. 

It was decided that anyone who served in 
any capacity on one or more of the ships 
should be eligible to join as a member 
and that anyone else who worked on any 
of the ships, in any capacity, should be 
eligible for associate membership. 

The club now has a web site at 
www.type21club.org.uk , a social web site 
at http://type21club.ning.com/  and Fa-
cebook account. Membership is free of 
charge and there are currently 1187 
members. Itôs easy to check whether your 
oppos are there using the ñningò social 
site where all members are listed. 

It should be noted that 4 of the ships 
have their own associations. It is not the 
intention of the Type 21 Club to have any 
adverse effect on these associations, in-
deed it is keen to work with them 
through having ship representatives (two 
for each ship)  on the Club Committee. 

The next Type 21 Club Reunion will be in 
October 2012 in Plymouth ï see the web 
site for details. 
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Ambuscade Association  

Committee Meeting May, 2011  

Your Committee usually does its 

business using a group conference 
call. This is very efficient in time, 
but loses something by not being 
ñface to faceò. 

 In May 2011 the Committee decid-
ed that it would actually meet.  

The Cheshire Regimental Associa-
tion (CRA) very kindly allowed us 
to use their premises in the Castle 
in Chester. 

It was a fortunate coincidence that 
the date selected for the meeting 
was the Saturday following the day 
that the CRA sponsored one of the 

races at the Chester Race Meeting! 

Those Committee members who 
could avoid work on the Friday ac-
cordingly met with the CRA in Ches-
ter Castle where we were invited to 
join them in a barbeque and a few 
beers. We then walked to the race 
course which is no more than half a 
mile away.  

Having paid our entrance to which-
ever part of the course we wished, 
we had a fantastic afternoon. The 
CRA had a large marquee in the cen-
tre of the course which served drinks 
and where we were able to meet 
many CRA members.  

It was a great afternoon and the 
weather certainly helped make it so.  

Your 2012 invitation..  

The Committee enjoyed the event so 
much that it has arranged the 2012 
Reunion to start in the evening of 
the Friday of the CRA sponsored 
race. The CRA have again agreed to 
make their facilities available to the 
Ambuscade Association, (including 
a cheap beer tent on the track ) so, 
the reunion will, as usual, be held in 
Crewe (see the web site for details) 
but preceded by a day at Chester 
races.  

It promises to be the best ever, so be 
sure to get your name down soon!! 

Mike Townson  

Invitation to Chester Race Day  

Pistol Post 2012 

Former captain Mike Gretton near 

fillies enclosure  

Studying the form  

At the track  

Near the Bar  
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